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This immigration began just before 1870, but had not
assumed a scale big enough to influence the foundation of the
Republic. Its immense increase after 1914 aggravated the
changing social balance to which the constitution had to be
adjusted. Between 1921 and 1931 the net influx of foreigners
was over 1,340,000 people, many of whom came to be natural-
ized and so acquired citizen voting-rights. In the census of
1936, nearly 2,500,000 (nearly 7 per cent of the whole popula-
tion) declared themselves to be aliens—and these figures are,
of course, likely to be less than the actual number. There were
probably something like 5,000,000 by 1939. And the majority
of these immigrants normally went into the ranks of industrial
workers, especially in the heavy industries, mining, building
and road-making. Here, then, is one element in society which
acted as a reinforcement of town as against countryside.
More important as a social division is the communard tradi-
tions of the larger towns. When the Paris Commune broke out
in 1871, most other big towns followed suit. This was a straw in
the wind. Heavy industry and mass-production industry, as
distinct from the small concerns scattered throughout the pro-
vincial towns, tended to concentrate in the big towns. The new
industrial classes, owing allegiance to their factory-community,
their trade union or their town, had a different political out-
look from the old craftsmen or the peasants: an outlook asso-
ciated with neither the etatiste outlook of Republican National-
ists and Bonapartists, nor the Radicalism of the peasants, but
rather with the old communard sentiments of civic action, re-
sorting in times of stress to violent self-help and the barricades.
The revolutionary creeds of Marxism, Sorelian syndicalism and
even anarchism were most in tune with their political feelings.
French trade unionism inherited and absorbed these senti-
ments. It is significant that the Third Republic did not legalize
the existence of trade unions until 1884: and that when it did,
it prohibited them from political activities.
How much French syndicalist organizations owed to the
direct French Revolutionary tradition is shown by the fact that
the syndical movement was founded by a Republican journal-
ist, Barberet. He urged the formation of a movement which

